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Abstract

Epitaxial La1-xSrxMnO3 (LSMO, where x = 0, 0.1, 0.3 and 0.5) films on single crystal SrTiO3 (001) substrate
were obtained by water-based chemical solution deposition method, so-called polymer assisted deposition
(PAD). The as-prepared films (heated at 750 °C for 1 h) have thicknesses of ∼30 nm, high uniformity, clear
and well-defined interface and crack-free surfaces. In addition, they are characterized by the formation of an
imperfect crystal structure with some disoriented areas, small amount of non-stoichiometric phase and defects
created just to support the epitaxial film growth. During multiple annealing at different temperatures up to
900 °C epitaxial nature was preserved in all LSMO films. The structure rearrangement through elimination of
defects and formation of unit cell closer to the corresponding bulk stoichiometric phase were observed. The
magnetic properties of the LSMO thin films were measured using SQUID magnetometer in the temperature
range of 5–400 K with the field applied parallel (in-plane) and perpendicular (out-of-plane) to the film surface.
The angle dependence of the magnetic moment in the LSMO thin films at the room temperature was also
measured by a vibrating sample magnetometer.

Keywords: Sr-doped LaMnO
3
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I. Introduction

Thin films play an important role in the develop-
ment of microelectronics and offer a huge contribution
to the miniaturization, improving the performance of
electronic devices and lowering the energy consump-
tion. Various methods have been used to fabricate thin
films, but for those that are widely used in microelec-
tronics, vapour phase deposition techniques have been
dominant for a long time. Those techniques are usually
associated with high costs, so chemical solution depo-
sition methods have been adapted recently for such ap-
plications. There are different variants of chemical solu-
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tion deposition, but sol-gel is the most attractive and the
most frequently used with various modifications [1–3].

Transition metal oxides with perovskite structures ex-
hibit a variety of unusual properties, including ferro-
magnetism, ferroelectricity or multiferroic behaviour,
making them excellent candidates for various integrated
magnetic and electronic devices [4–6]. In particular,
manganite based thin films are recognized as good can-
didate for low-power-consumption spintronic devices
[7–9]. LaMnO3 (LMO) has a cubic perovskite structure
that is distorted at room temperature (RT) into an or-
thorhombic structure due to a strong Jahn-Teller interac-
tion. It is well-known that bulk LMO is an insulator and
A-type antiferromagnetic [10,11], but the presence of
defects (such as cation or oxygen vacancies) might have
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strong influence on LMO properties. For example, La-
deficient samples tend to be ferromagnetic and metallic
[12]. These modifications of the bulk properties could
also be induced by stress due to the mismatch between
the film and the substrate, as it can cause stoichiometry
changes and lattice distortion. Because of such critical
stoichiometry issues, the growth of LMO thin films is
not a trivial achievement [10]. The mismatch can force
formation of the misfit dislocations at the film/substrate
interface, but also other structural changes, such as con-
version of manganese ions from Mn3+ to Mn4+, forma-
tion of non-stoichiometric phases, etc. [13–15]. Thus,
strain engineering strategy might be very useful in de-
signing an appropriate structure for miniature spintronic
devices. In this respect doping can also be very helpful.

LMO structure could be easily doped with different
cations, such as: Sr2+, Ca2+, Ba2+ etc. forming an in-
teresting class of compounds where the interplay be-
tween metal-insulator and ferromagnetic-paramagnetic
transitions results in a variety of fascinating properties
such as colossal magnetoresistance [16–18]. Thus, com-
bination of doping and strain engineering strategies of-
fers enormous possibilities. In particular, La1-xSrxMnO3
(0.17 ≤ x ≤ 0.5) thin films show strong ferromagnetic
properties, large magnetoresistance and high conduc-
tivity, which make them suitable for spintronic devices
[6,19]. The ferromagnetic behaviour is associated with
the double exchange effect between Mn3+ and Mn4+

ions via oxygen 2p orbitals, so the Mn3+/Mn4+ ratio
plays an important role in the magnetic and conductive
properties of the material [20,21].

In the previous work, we studied LMO thin films pre-
pared by modified sol-gel method, so-called polymer
assisted deposition (PAD) technique and deposited on
MgO and SrTiO3 single crystal substrates [14]. A highly
oriented growth of LMO films was observed despite the
epitaxial strain caused by a certain lattice mismatch. In
order to accommodate this strain, different defects as
well as a non-stoichiometric phase were formed, intro-
ducing Mn4+ ions and thus influencing the Jahn-Teller
distortions. However, the additional thermal treatment
was proven to be an effective way to tune the lattice dis-
tortion of manganite films, changing the symmetry of
the lattice towards the stoichiometric phase.

In this work, we present the results related to the
structure and magnetic properties of the La1-xSrxMnO3
thin films on SrTiO3 (001) substrate. The obtained re-

sults confirmed the formation of the epitaxial LSMO
thin films on top of the SrTiO3 substrate. The data also
indicated the change of the pseudocubic perovskite unit
cell towards orthorhombic and/or rhombohedral sym-
metry with Sr addition, while magnetic measurements
confirmed the ferromagnetic behaviour of the films with
higher Sr content at RT.

II. Experimental

The La1-xSrxMnO3 (LSMO, where x = 0, 0.1,
0.3 and 0.5) epitaxial ultra-thin films were pre-
pared by the water-based chemical solution deposi-
tion method, so-called polymer assisted deposition
(PAD) technique following the procedure reported
earlier [14]. Lanthanum-manganite based solutions
(0.1 M) were obtained by dissolving La3+, Mn2+ and
optionally Sr2+ nitrates (La(NO3)3 · 6 H2O, ≥99.0%,
Fluka; Mn(NO3)2 · 4 H2O, ≥99.0%, Fisher Chemical
and Sr(NO3)2, ≥99.0%, Sigma Aldrich) in water with
ethylene-diamine-tetraacetic acid (EDTA) and poly-
ethyleneimine (PEI Mw ∼ 25000 by LC, Mn ∼ 10000
by GPC). EDTA at a concentration of 7 wt.% and PEI
(mass ratio 1:1 to EDTA) were used as chelating agents
to improve stability, viscosity and surface tension of
the solutions by complexation with metal ions. The
prepared solutions were spin-coated onto single crystal
SrTiO3 (001) substrates (previously cleaned by ethanol)
to prepare uniform layers for post-treatment (Fig. 1).
The deposited layers were thermally treated at 750 °C
in air to remove solvents/organics and form a crystalline
structure (the as-prepared oxide films). In the next step,
the as-prepared films were annealed in air at differ-
ent temperatures up to 900 °C to follow the structural
changes of the films as a function of thermal treatment.

The epitaxial nature and phase composition of the
La1-xSrxMnO3 thin films were examined by X-ray
diffraction on Rigaku MiniFlex 600 diffractometer us-
ing Cu-Kα radiation in the range 20–60°, and in-plane
measurements were performed by using Rigaku Smart
Lab diffractometer. For detailed microstructural anal-
ysis, cross-sectional lamellae of the thin films were
prepared by focus ion beam (FIB) in a FEI Scios 2
Dual Beam system and observed using conventional
and high-resolution transmission electron microscopy
(TEM/HRTEM) on FEI Talos F200X transmission elec-
tron microscope.

Figure 1. Schematic presentation of epitaxial film deposition process
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(a) (b)

Figure 2. Cross-sectional TEM micrograph of annealed La0.7Sr0.3MnO3 film deposited on single crystal SrTiO3 (001) substrate
(a) with corresponding EDS elemental maps (b)

The magnetic properties of the manganite based thin
films were measured using a MPMS3 commercial su-
perconducting quantum interferometer device (SQUID)
magnetometer (MPMS3, Quantum Design, San Diego,
CA, USA). MPMS3 magnetometer enables measure-
ments of magnetization in the temperature range of 1.8–
400 K with the field applied parallel (in-plane) and per-
pendicular (out-of-plane) to the film surface. The angle
dependence of the magnetic moment in the LSMO thin
films at the room temperature was measured by a vi-
brating sample magnetometer (VSM, 8607, Lake Shore
Cryotronics, Westerville, OH, USA). Resistivity as well
as sheet resistance of the La1-xSrxMnO3 thin films was
measured by the standard four-probe method on Ossila
instrument.

III. Results and discussion

3.1. Structural characterization

The cross sections of the deposited La1-xSrxMnO3
(LSMO, where x = 0, 0.1, 0.3 and 0.5) thin films on the
single crystal SrTiO3 (001) substrate were examined by
TEM. A typical TEM image of the La0.7Sr0.3MnO3 thin
film annealed at 900 °C is shown in Fig. 2a. It can be
seen that the obtained film is homogeneously deposited
on the substrate with a thickness of ∼30 nm, having a
well-defined interface and uniform and crack-free sur-
faces. EDS elemental maps corresponding to the area
presented in the TEM micrograph (Fig. 2b) indicate a
uniform distribution of elements over the film cross-
section. Besides, some amounts of Sr can be seen in the
film structure depicted by the red arrow in Fig. 2b.

XRD analyses were used to follow the structural
changes of the deposited LSMO films on the single crys-
tal SrTiO3 (001) during annealing. The room tempera-
ture XRD patterns of the as-prepared LSMO thin films
(heated at 750 °C for 1 h) confirm preferential c-axis
film orientation along with the crystallographic [001] di-
rection of the STO substrate. As an example, the XRD
pattern of the La0.7Sr0.3MnO3 film is shown in Fig. 3
- the logarithmic scale of the y-axis was used to better

Figure 3. XRD pattern of as-prepared La0.7Sr0.3MnO3 thin
film on STO (001) substrate (y-axis has logarithmic scale

and arrow indicates the presence of LMO
non-stoichiometric phase)

observe the possible presence of XRD peaks of a sec-
ondary phase. The presence of small amount of non-
stoichiometric LMO phase [15,22] can be associated
with low-intensity XRD peak at ∼22.5° (indicated with
an arrow in Fig. 3). The appearance of this XRD peak
could be related to incomplete film structure formation
and the incorporation of a higher amount of different
defects, causing a slight deviation from perfect epitaxial
growth. This distorted perovskite structure consists of
corner-sharing MnO6 octahedra and La(Sr) cations oc-
cupying the 12-fold coordination site formed in the cen-
tre of eight such octahedra [23]. In theory, La-manganite
can be considered as a structure derived from the ele-
mentary cubic cell with a lattice parameter of ∼3.944 Å
[24], where La3+ and Mn3+ are slightly displaced from
their ideal positions, but the precise definition of phase
is usually complicated. Thus, for the sake of simplicity,
the structure of La1-xSrxMnO3 films on STO substrate is
usually defined as pseudocubic.

For the obtained LSMO films, it is expected that the
in-plane lattice constants a and b are well strained to
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J. Vukmirović et al. / Processing and Application of Ceramics 18 [4] (2024) 375–385

the STO substrate resulting in a change of lattice con-
stant in the out-of-plane direction [25]. An increase in
the out-of-plane lattice constant c characterizes the un-
doped LMO films, having larger lattice parameter of
pseudocubic phase (∼3.944 Å) than cubic STO substrate
(3.905 Å) and a lattice mismatch of δSTO = −1.0%.
Substitution of La3+ (1.36 Å) with larger Sr2+ (1.44 Å)
ions in LMO is accompanied by the conversion of man-
ganese ions from Mn3+ to Mn4+ and contraction of
the unit cell since the ionic radius of Mn4+ (0.53 Å) is
much smaller than that of Mn3+ (0.65 Å) and the Jahn-
Teller distortion of MnO6 octahedra due to the presence
of Mn4+ ions is less pronounced [26,27]. Thus, bulk
La0.7Sr0.3MnO3 has a rhombohedral perovskite struc-
ture that can be approximated as pseudocubic, with unit
cell parameter a = 3.873 Å and α = 90.26° [28,29],
and due to the corresponding lattice mismatch of δSTO =

+0.8% the contraction of the unit cell in the out-of-plane
direction (decrease of lattice constant c) is expected in
LSMO film with a higher amount of Sr, deposited on
the STO (001) substrate. The calculated out-of-plane
lattice constant c of the as-prepared La0.7Sr0.3MnO3

thin film (heated at 750 °C) is ∼3.88 Å and corresponds
to the lattice parameter of bulk La0.7Sr0.3MnO3. How-
ever, the calculated lattice constant c of the as-prepared
La0.7Sr0.3MnO3 thin film is almost the same as that
for the as-prepared pure LaMnO3 thin film (heated
at 750 °C) [14] even though it is mentioned that Sr-
addition contracts the LMO lattice. Thus, the reason
might be the formation of an imperfect crystal structure
with some disoriented areas, non-stoichiometric LMO
phases and defects created just to support the epitaxial
growth of the as-prepared LSMO films.

The growth by vapour deposition techniques (PLD,
MBE etc.), in which atoms from the gas phase are trans-
ported and deposited onto a substrate to form a thin
film, is usually a high-energy process carried out under
lower oxygen content in comparison to chemical solu-
tion deposition [27,30]. In the modified sol-gel method,
so-called polymer assisted deposition, the polymers are

used to form covalent complexes with metal cations
and thus inactivate them. The coordination between the
polymers and the metal ions prevents the nucleation of
LMO-based films before the decomposition of the poly-
mers and, in this way, controls the film deposition pro-
cess. The used polymers are decomposed into volatile
species, usually at temperatures up to 600 °C, and the
released cations diffuse towards the substrate and incor-
porate into the film structure. The formation and crystal-
lization of epitaxial LMO-based films are complicated
and relatively slow processes [31,32]. Thus, the forma-
tion of an imperfect crystal structure at lower temper-
atures (up to 750 °C) can be expected, since different
defects (such as point defects, planar defects, disloca-
tions etc.) can be incorporated during this low-energy
process [32–34]. This kind of structure is schematically
shown in Supplementary material§ (Fig. S1a), where
disordered regions are marked with red rectangles. It
was already mentioned [14,32,35] that epitaxial growth
of LMO film on top of the STO (001) substrate could
produce energetically unfavourable LMO cell compres-
sion in the ab plane, which causes the formation of a
non-stoichiometric phase that allows relaxation of this
stress through introduction of La3+ and/or O2 – vacan-
cies and the transition of Mn3+ to Mn4+.

Rearrangement of the obtained film structures, im-
proved crystallinity and the achievement of high-quality
epitaxial (or highly oriented) films can be expected
only at higher temperatures [36]. In the first step, at
intermediate temperatures (i.e. 800–850 °C), the non-
stoichiometry of LMO film can be partially reduced
(Supplementary material, Fig. S1b) by eliminating po-
tential La3+ vacancies according to the following equa-
tion:

VLa
′′′ + 2 V ••

O + 2 Mn •

Mn + La2O3 →

→ 2 La ×

La + 2 Mn ×

Mn +
1
2

O2 (1)

Figure 4. Cross-sectional HRTEM micrographs of LaMnO3 (left) and La0.7Sr0.3MnO3 (right) thin films on STO (001)
substrate annealed at 900 °C
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Complete structural rearrangements are expected with
further temperature increase (Supplementary material,
Fig. S1c), which was confirmed by the movement of
the characteristic XRD peak from ∼46.8° in the as-
prepared LMO film to ∼45.8° in the LMO film annealed
at 900 °C [14].

In accordance with the above mentioned, the as-
prepared LSMO films were annealed in air at 800, 850
and 900 °C. The epitaxial nature of the deposited LSMO
thin films was confirmed with HRTEM analysis. Fig-
ure 4 shows HRTEM micrographs of the thin LaMnO3
and La0.7Sr0.3MnO3 films deposited by PAD on the STO
(001) substrates annealed at 900 °C. A highly oriented
structure along the [001] direction with clean and well
defined interfaces between the deposited film and sub-
strate is noticeable.

XRD patterns (selected 2θ ranges) of the epitaxial
La0.7Sr0.3MnO3 films annealed at different temperatures
are shown in Fig. 5. After annealing at 800 °C, the high
orientation of the LSMO film is preserved, but the XRD
peaks of the non-stoichiometric phase gradually dis-
appear, the intensity of the XRD peak at ∼46.8° (c =
3.88 Å) decreases and XRD peak at ∼46.0° (c = 3.93 Å)
appears indicating obvious structural rearrangements.
Additional thermal treatment at 800 °C provided more
energy to rearrange the structure and improve cation
stoichiometry [14]. It seems that this structure has a
lower amount of defects and is close to the orthorhom-
bic (Pbnm) LMO phase that was also proposed for some
epitaxial LaMnO3 films annealed at lower temperatures
[34]. In addition, it is interesting that similar changes
were observed for the undoped LMO film after anneal-
ing at 800 °C [14] and could indicate that the rearrange-
ments at this stage are not influenced dominantly by Sr-
doping. This is unexpected since it is well known that
substitution of La3+ with Sr2+ causes the transition of
Mn3+ to Mn4+, changing the Jahn-Teller distortion and
decreasing lattice volume [24].

The observed increase of the lattice parameter af-
ter annealing at 800 and 850 °C can be explained by
the slow reduction of the non-stoichiometry through the

Figure 5. XRD patterns (selected areas) of as-prepared and
annealed La0.7Sr0.3MnO3 thin films on the STO (001)
substrate (dashed line indicates the substrate peak)

elimination of potential La3+ vacancies according to Eq.
1, but also by the limited formation of Mn4+ ions (which
is expected in Sr-doped LMO structures). This is due
to the fact that Sr-doping in this stage favours the for-
mation of defect structures with O2 – vacancies (Eq. 2)
instead of the simple conversion of Mn3+ to Mn4+ ions
(Eq. 3):

2 La ×

La + O ×

O + 2 SrO→ 2 SrLa
′ + V ••

O + La2O3 (2)

2 La ×

La + 2 Mn ×

Mn +
1
2

O2 + 2 SrO→ 2 SrLa
′ +

+ 2 Mn •

Mn + La2O3 (3)

Thus, at higher temperatures, the structure is rearranged
slowly, at first decreasing the non-stoichiometry with-
out increasing Mn4+ content (schematically presented in
the Supplementary material, Figs. S2a and S2b). These
changes are correlated with the movement of the char-
acteristic XRD peak from ∼46.8° in the as-prepared
LSMO film to ∼45.8° in the annealed LSMO film at
850 °C. The expected decrease of the lattice parameter
(i.e. movement of XRD peak to higher angles) was ob-
served after annealing at 900 °C (Fig. 5). The reason is
the elimination of O2 – vacancies and the conversion of
Mn3+ to Mn4+ according to the following equation:

2 Mn ×

Mn + V ••

O → 2 Mn •

Mn (4)

These changes are schematically shown in the Supple-
mentary material, Fig. S2c.

Since the observed structural changes during anneal-
ing at temperatures from 750 to 900 °C should have in-
fluence on electric properties, the electrical resistivity
(sheet resistance) of the prepared films was measured
(Fig. 6). It is obvious that the resistivity decreases with
the increase of annealing temperature which is an indi-
cation of structural rearrangement. Very steep decrease
can be seen for the La0.5Sr0.5MnO3 film (Fig. 6), which
also has the lower crystallinity at 750 °C in compari-
son to other Sr-doped films. Thus, it can be concluded
that the as-deposited films with higher Sr content have

Figure 6. Electrical resistivities of of LSMO thin films
annealed at different temperatures
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more disordered structure. The LaMnO3 film annealed
at 900 °C has the highest resistivity and, as expected, re-
sistivity decreases with Sr addition for lower Sr-content
(the La0.9Sr0.1MnO3 and La0.7Sr0.3MnO3 films) due to
the hopping induced by higher amount of Mn4+ ions.
The resistivities of the samples are similar to the values
for the corresponding epitaxial thin films obtained by
vapour deposition techniques [37,38].

It is important to underline that with the in-
crease in Sr content, bulk La1-xSrxMnO3 undergoes an
orthorhombic-to-rhombohedral phase transition for x >

0.17 and the appearance of the rhombohedral (R3̄c)
LMO phase can be expected in the bulk La0.7Sr0.3MnO3
sample [39,40]. The presence of orthorhombic and co-
existence of orthorhombic and rhombohedral phases
was also reported for Sr-doped LMO films [34,39].

The effect of Sr-doping is clearly visible only for
the samples annealed at 850 and 900 °C (Figs. 7 and
8). XRD patterns (selected 2θ ranges) of the thin
La0.7Sr0.3MnO3 and La0.5Sr0.5MnO3 films annealed at
850 °C (Fig. 7) reveal the increased intensity of the
XRD peak at ∼47° which could be an indication of
an orthorhombic-to-rhombohedral phase transition. In

Figure 7. XRD patterns of La0.7Sr0.3MnO3 and
La0.5Sr0.5MnO3 thin films annealed at 850 °C

(dashed line indicates the substrate)

Figure 8. XRD patterns of LSMO thin films annealed at
900 °C (dashed line indicates the substrate)

addition, there are obvious differences in XRD pat-
terns of the LSMO films with different Sr content.
The position of the characteristic XRD peak of LMO
phase is at ∼46.1° (c = 3.93 Å) for the LaMnO3
and La0.9Sr0.1MnO3 samples and shifts to ∼47.1° (c
= 3.87 Å) for the La0.7Sr0.3MnO3 and La0.5Sr0.5MnO3
films (Fig. 8). The obtained values are very close to
the pseudocubic lattice parameters of bulk LaMnO3 and
La0.7Sr0.3MnO3, respectively [29,41]. However, those
characteristic peaks are accompanied by a small sec-
ondary XRD peak (on the opposite side with respect to
the STO substrate peak - see red arrows in Fig. 8). This
second peak is clearly visible in all XRD patterns of
the LSMO films annealed at 900 °C, which indicates the
possible coexistence of orthorhombic and rhombohedral
phases. Indeed, the orthorhombic phase seems to be the
dominant one in the thin LaMnO3 and La0.9Sr0.1MnO3
films, but the rhombohedral phase is more pronounced
in the samples with higher Sr-content. These films are
constrained in ab plane (in-plane) due to the high lattice
constant of the cubic STO substrate forcing the struc-
tural accommodation in the out-of-plane direction. This
led to a decrease in lattice parameter c and a decrease in
LSMO lattice volume, which could explain the forma-
tion of the phases with lower symmetry.

3.2. Magnetic properties

Figure 9a shows the measured hysteresis loops
of M(H) at 5, 100 and 250 K of the epitaxial
La0.9Sr0.1MnO3 film deposited on the STO (001) sub-
strate, which look typical for LSMO system with such
Sr concentration. Well-defined hysteresis loops show-
ing ferromagnetic behaviour are observed at the lower
temperatures (5 and 100 K). Increasing the temperature
up to 250 K causes a considerable decrease in magneti-
zation and coercivity, due to approaching the paramag-
netic state transition. This is in agreement with the lit-
erature data for bulk lanthanum manganite, since bulk
La0.9Sr0.1MnO3 is paramagnetic at room temperature
[42]. Indeed, the temperature dependence of magnetic
moment M(T ) points to the magnetic ordering tempera-
ture of 265± 4 K. However, if compared to other results
(for example in Asamitsu et al. [43] as representative
for bulk samples), La0.9Sr0.1MnO3 should have some-
what lower magnetic transition temperature and the sat-
uration magnetization than measured here. This com-
parison suggests that here the stoichiometry might be
slightly different from the nominal ideal one, or that
some additional oxygen defects due to the surface ge-
ometry could easily change the magnetic interactions.
Zero field cooled (ZFC) and field cooled (FC) curves
measured in three different magnetic fields are shown in
Fig. 9b. For lower fields the ZFC-FC splitting is charac-
teristic for ferromagnet, while there is no irreversibility
in the full temperature interval for field of 1 kOe. De-
spite the coercive field of 300 Oe, the reversibility ap-
pears for field less than 1 kOe, due to the steep rise on
hysteresis loops at small fields.
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Figure 9. Hysteresis curves measured at 5, 100 and 250 K with inset showing zoomed range around low external fields (a) and
temperature-dependent ZFC and FC magnetizations in field of 0.01, 0.1 and 1 kOe (b) for epitaxial La0.9Sr0.1MnO3 film

annealed at 900 °C

Figure 10. Hysteresis loops measured in-plane (red symbols) and out-of-plane (black symbols) at:
5 K (a), 100 K (b) and 300 K (c) for epitaxial La0.7Sr0.3MnO3 film annealed at 900 °C

The epitaxial La0.7Sr0.3MnO3 thin film explored more
thoroughly, since it is ferromagnetic at ambient con-
ditions and thus appropriate for possible applications.
The first of all, measured hysteresis loops of the epitax-
ial La0.7Sr0.3MnO3 film at 5, 100 and 300 K when the
magnetic field was applied parallel (in-plane) and per-
pendicular (out-of-plane) to the film surface are shown
in Fig. 10. It is obvious that the La0.7Sr0.3MnO3 thin
film is ferromagnetic at room temperature. Assuming
that the thicknesses of the films La0.9Sr0.1MnO3 and
La0.7Sr0.3MnO3 are approximately similar as well as the
surface areas, we can see that La0.7Sr0.3MnO3 has some-
what smaller saturation magnetization. But, this is op-
posite to the already known behaviour of bulk LSMO
system, where higher amount of Sr should increase the
magnetization, which therefore demands further expla-
nation. The observation tells that La0.9Sr0.1MnO3 film
has actually larger volume than La0.7Sr0.3MnO3. Nev-
ertheless, for the La0.7Sr0.3MnO3 the measured mag-
netic moment divided by volume and density of the
film gives the mass magnetization in saturated state of
85±7 emu/g that fits perfectly within the saturation mag-
netization values of bulk compound produced with dif-
ferent synthesis methods (75–100 emu/g). The produced
films have magnetic properties in agreement with the

known phase diagram and the literature data [9,42,44],
and from the observed magnetic transition temperatures,
265 ± 4 K and 360 ± 4 K for the La0.9Sr0.1MnO3 and
La0.7Sr0.3MnO3 films, respectively, it is confirmed that
the amount of Sr incorporated during preparation is very
near to the desired one, and that La0.7Sr0.3MnO3 is tuned
to the maximal magnetic transition temperature within
LSMO system.

LSMO members are usually very soft ferromagnets
in bulk form, so that the increased coercive field of
140 Oe shows that thin film geometry contributes to
the difficulty of the magnetization reversal through for-
mation of magnetic hard axis. Indeed, measurements
of magnetization in direction parallel and perpendicu-
lar to the thin film surface, as shown in Fig. 10, sug-
gest the presence of an easy plane magnetization and
a hard axis perpendicular to the thin film. The differ-
ence of magnetization between two directions is very
pronounced as it can be seen in insets of each panel
(Fig. 10) through small slope without open hystere-
sis (black curves) for out-of-plane direction in strong
contrast to the in-plane steep hysteresis curves. Such
large anisotropy can be explained only with consider-
able magnetocrystalline anisotropy that favours in-plane
magnetization. It was already confirmed that anisotropic
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Figure 11. Temperature-dependent ZFC and FC
magnetizations with external field of 0.1 and 1 kOe
measured in-plane and out-of-plane directions for

La0.7Sr0.3MnO3 film annealed at 900 °C

magnetization can be induced by strain [45], which is
here achieved with matching the lattice of the film with
the substrate lattice beneath. It should be noted that de-
magnetization factor is far below the value which would
produce such large observed anisotropy and also it is
well below the influence of intrinsic magnetocrystalline
anisotropy of the bulk LSMO, which leads to conclusion
that the measured anisotropy comes mainly from the
magnetocrystalline anisotropy of the thin film LSMO.

The field cooled (FC) and zero field cooled (ZFC)
magnetizations as a function of the temperature from 5
to 400 K under applied in-plane and out-of-plane mag-
netic fields of 0.1 and 1 kOe are shown in Fig. 11. The
observed sharp rise in magnetization due to the para-
magnetic to ferromagnetic transition with cooling cor-
responds to the Curie temperature (TC) of ∼360 K. For
the in-plane magnetic field of 1 kOe, both ZFC and FC
magnetization curves coincide well with each other, but
a bifurcation between them is clearly observed for the
field of 0.1 kOe (typical behaviour for doped lanthanum
manganites [46]). However, inset of Fig. 11 shows much
lower magnetization in the out-of-plane direction, only
5% of the in-plane in small fields, with the well observ-

able ZFC-FC splitting in broad temperature range from
2 up to 300 K. This confirms again the presence of the
magnetocrystalline anisotropy in the prepared epitaxial
La0.7Sr0.3MnO3 thin film. With increasing field, the in-
plane and out-of-plane ZFC-FC curves become closer,
and they would become the same at 15 kOe as it is visi-
ble on hysteresis loops, which points to the considerable
anisotropy field induced by strain in natively soft ferro-
magnet.

More detailed insight into magnetic anisotropy is ob-
tained with measuring the angle dependence of the mag-
netic moment, shown in Fig. 12. These measurements
were performed at room temperature and the back-
ground magnetic moment of the substrate was not re-
moved. Nevertheless, this is reliable for the qualitative
discussions, especially because of the considerable pre-
vailing of the ferromagnetic moment of thin film at such
relatively small magnetic fields. Angle is defined as the
one between the magnetic field and the normal on the
thin film plane, where the magnetic moment is mea-
sured in the direction of applied magnetic field. The
presented results indicate a strong influence of the ro-
tation of the sample on the measured magnetic moment
(Fig. 12a). The shape of the curve uniquely confirms
the preferential orientation of magnetization in plane of
the prepared La0.7Sr0.3MnO3 film, with a clear indica-
tion of a single hard axis perpendicular to the film. Ad-
ditionally, the hysteresis loops at room temperature ob-
tained by VSM presented in Fig. 12b also show an ob-
vious difference of the in-plane and out-plane magneti-
zation, showing anisotropic hysteresis loops. Moreover,
the application of the field using classical electromagnet
allows the measurement of open hysteresis loops with-
out superconducting magnet artefacts, enabling thus the
clear and precise observation of hysteresis at the room
temperature. These properties are favourable for appli-
cation in spintronic devices. Moreover, the difference
between in-plane and out-of-plane magnetizations re-
lated to anisotropy in LSMO film structure is essen-
tial for achieving high-density, high-stability and low-
power-consumption spintronic devices [47].

Figure 12. Angle dependence of magnetic moment (a) and VSM hysteresis loops at 300 K obtained with in-plane and
out-of-plane magnetic fields of epitaxial La0.7Sr0.3MnO3 film annealed at 900 °C
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J. Vukmirović et al. / Processing and Application of Ceramics 18 [4] (2024) 375–385

IV. Conclusions

In this paper, epitaxial La1-xSrxMnO3 (LSMO,
where x = 0, 0.1, 0.3 and 0.5) thin films were suc-
cessfully prepared by modified sol-gel method, so-
called polymer assisted deposition (PAD) method on
the single crystal SrTiO3 (001) substrate. The XRD
patterns of the as-prepared LSMO thin films (heated
at 750 °C for 1 h) confirm preferential c-axis film ori-
entation along with the crystallographic [001] direc-
tion of the STO substrate. However, the as-prepared
LSMO films are characterized by the formation of
an imperfect crystal structure with some disoriented
areas, an impurity phase and defects created just to
support the epitaxial growth. The prepared thin films
were multiple annealed at different temperatures up
to 900 °C, in order to investigate structural changes
during post-annealing treatment. At lower annealing
temperature (800 °C) the observed rearrangements
(elimination of defects and formation of unit cell
closer to the stoichiometric phase) were not influ-
enced dominantly by Sr-doping. The possible coexis-
tence of orthorhombic and rhombohedral lanthanum
manganite phases was noticed at higher annealing
temperatures. Thus, the orthorhombic phase seems to
be the dominant one in the epitaxial LaMnO3 and
La0.9Sr0.1MnO3 films, but the rhombohedral phase
is more pronounced in the samples with higher Sr-
content.

Well defined hysteresis loops with typical fer-
romagnetic behaviour were observed at the lower
temperatures (5 K and 100 K) for the epitaxial
La0.9Sr0.1MnO3 film and transition to paramagnetic
state was observed below room temperature, i.e.
265 ± 4 K. On the other hand, the La0.7Sr0.3MnO3
thin film is ferromagnetic at room temperature (with
the transition temperature 360 ± 4 K). Measurements
of magnetization in direction parallel (in-plane) and
perpendicular (out-of-plane) to the thin film surface
suggest the presence of an easy plane magnetization
and a hard axis perpendicular to the thin film. Such
large anisotropy can be explained only with consid-
erable magnetocrystalline anisotropy that favours in-
plane magnetization.
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